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        David Howie                 Jeremy Ballantyne 
  National President                             National Secretary 
 

Greetings, fellow Eagles.  The new year is well and truly under way now.  For David and me it began in January 

when we teamed up (surprisingly successfully) at the first Halberg of the year playing in the foursomes at the 

Marton Golf Club, an enjoyable day expertly run by a couple of likely suspects, Peter Skou and Mike Jones. 

A number of Eagles attended the Halberg Awards dinner in Auckland, and David represented us capably on live 

television when he presented our 2018 cheque to Shelley McMeeken, CEO of the Halberg Disability Sports 

Foundation.  This took our 50-year total fundraising past the $5 million mark, and marked a very significant 

milestone for the Eagles/Halberg partnership.  Shelley had told us of the Halberg Foundation’s wish to 

commemorate our 

relationship by presenting an 

impressive trophy to Eagles, 

and we have designated that it 

will be awarded for the most 

meritorious contribution 

during the year, with the 

executive to consider the 

winner.  Quite naturally, we 

felt this year it would be most 

appropriate to honour one of 

our founders and former 

patron, Brian Osmand, and 

past national president Myles 

Murphy had the pleasure of presenting it the trophy him at home in March.  I had a great chat with Brian 

recently.  He admits to feeling his years more these days and couldn’t attend this year’s convention.  But he has 

been such a great role model for us all for very many years.  He’s knowledgeable, loves a good laugh, and he is 
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full of beans.  His fund of stories must be unparalleled anywhere.  

On behalf of all your great mates in Eagles, Brian, our heartiest 

congratulations in receiving the inaugural award. 

It is now seven weeks since the Lower Hutt convention, a most 

enjoyable function for all Eagles and their partners.  A real 

highlight was awarding the young Golfer of the Year trophy to 

Tania Kang, Aucklander Jimmy Zheng’s charming mother, who 

accepted it graciously 

on Jimmy’s behalf.  

David read out the 

impressive CV that 

Jimmy had assembled before October 2018, and we all wish him every 

success in the future.  We will be watching his career with great 

interest. 

We’d like to congratulate the convention committee and the 

Wellington Eagles for their excellent work in selecting such a great HQ 

and their attention to detail in every aspect of our time during the 

various functions.  All David and I had to do was to arrange the 

weather, and, boy, did we blow it!   

A real highlight of the convention for me was seeing the fruits of 

Richard Gibbs’ work in resurrecting the Eagles website, and I’m sure 

you will all get a buzz in seeing the new format, and experimenting 

with the various parts of the site.  All the information you could ever want is available – or if it’s not, it will be 

before too long.  A full list of all the prizewinners is available on the website, as well as a copy of the minutes of 

the AGM, which have also been circulated to all Eagles. 

The annual round of visits to Halberg events has, once again, been a stimulating part of our jobs.  It is a very 

rewarding privilege to meet and speak to fellow Eagles and their guests on your behalf.  We have been 

overwhelmed by the generosity and the hospitality of everyone we’ve met.  Congratulations to the local Eagles 

who have worked so hard to drum up such great sponsorship and enthusiasm.  David did a South Island circuit, 

and the weather performed much better for him than I did for me last year, although he only just cleared the 

West Coast before the heavens opened in late March. 

At the Wellington field day Pam and I attended at Otaki in March, I 

had the pleasure of playing with past Wellington president Doug 

Crowe, Halberg Disability Sport Brandon Woolley and Harrison 

Bain, who is still at St Pat’s, Silverstream and enjoys playing junior 

pennants for New Judgeford.  What a memorable day he had!  Off 

a 26 handicap, he won the junior division with 43 points – a 2 

stroke penalty for hitting my ball on the green was adequately 

compensated for with holing out for his first ever eagle 3 on the 

last hole (a five pointer).  Doug won the senior division, and 

Brandon and I enjoyed a slice of the winning team prize, thanks to our mates.  

Kind regards, 

David and Jeremy 


