
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 2019 
 
Fellow Eagles and friends, 

Sometimes it seems as if 
David and I have done nothing else 
for the last two years but live and 
breathe Eagles – at other times, it 
seems like our tenure has gone in 
the twinkling of an eye. 
 

On behalf of us both, I’d like 
to say how much we have enjoyed 
the privilege of representing you at 
national level during this time.  Rob 
Muldoon once expressed the pious 
hope that he wouldn’t leave things 
any worse than when he took over, 
and we certainly hope that we 
haven’t left too much of a mess for 
Bob and the team who follow. 

 
All the Halberg tournaments for 2019 are now over, and we look forward to handing over 

our year’s total contribution to Shelley McMeeken at the 57th ISP Hansa Halberg Awards Dinner in 
February.  David and I and our wives are being escorted to the ceremony by a number of senior 
Eagles. 

 
While I was swanning around Europe in October, David (who should have been at work!) 

shouldered most of the Halberg visits, ending up in Te Puke, Hamilton, New Plymouth, 
Christchurch and Blenheim.  He comments on how great the organisation was at each 
tournament, and what a thrill it was to see such full fields.  His last visit of the year was to Feilding, 
where the resident meteorologist, Cam MacLeod, assured me that all we might get was a brief 
sprinkle in the late afternoon.  I don’t play wet golf these days. I am soft and faint hearted.  I 
stayed home and did much needed admin.  But David went.  The heavens opened after three and 
a bit holes.  He won two drawn prizes, including nearest the pin.  He made a speech. By mid 
afternoon he was back home in Havelock North after a 320km drive.  And he has accused me, 
rightly, of being a Jonah for the last two years – four tournaments I was slated to attend were 
cancelled because of weather! 
 

Bob and Judith are both raring to get into their new roles, and they will take over the reins 
following the National Convention in Christchurch in February.  By the way, I understand that 
there are still spare places at the convention, and I want to commend Ray Porter and the 
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Canterbury organisers for the 
tremendous work they have been doing to ensure we all have a pleasurable time.  Not too late to 
enrol – still a week or so until the deadline! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Talking of excellent organisation, the national Under 17s championships at Te Awamutu last 
month went off very well – Brian Marcroft masterminded an excellent tournament, and was 
surrounded by a great team.  Congratulations to the major 54 hole gross winners, Hayato Miya 
(Canterbury) and Amy Weng (Canterbury), and the winning team (Waikato).  A full list of winners 
is published on the website. The tournament was really enhanced because there is no longer a 
clash with other age group fixtures. Well done, everyone!  Running this kind of event is often a 
thankless task, but it’s all over successfully for another year, and in 2020 it is Aorangi’s turn to be 
the hosts. 
   

The raffle proceeds have recently been distributed.  David did the sums – I’m nowhere near 
clever enough to contemplate doing them – and I hope all districts are well pleased with their 
return which they will apply to the benefit of junior golf.  The field for the Young Golfer of the Year 
award was smaller this year than in the past few years, but the standard is excellent, and the 
winner will be announced at the convention.  Thank you to the exec and life members who have 
been on the judging panel. 
 

Please have the occasional look at the national website which is up and running – it needs 
the ongoing support of all Eagles.  Go online (www.eaglesgolf.co.nz), get registered on it by 
putting in your golf number and details, and explore it.  You can always ask your district secretary 
for help.  By now, all of you should be using it, but there are still a number of Eagles who haven’t 
quite mastered the requisite technological leap.  Eventually it will be the only official publication of 

 

 
 

 

Tony Lewis (Waikato president) and David Howie with the tournament winners: Hayato Miya, Amy Weng (both 
Canterbury), and the victorious Waikato team - Zahraa Bester, Ben Ambler and Ethan Price 
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Eagles.  District newsletters will continue.  And they are all available on the website, but we don’t 
envisage the Red Book being available forever! 
 
David and I welcome all the new Eagles who have joined us this year, and we hope you will enjoy 
and contribute to your society in the years to come.  We wish everyone happy and successful 
golfing and a Merry Christmas, and thank you once again for what you all do for Eagles in your 
own way. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Jeremy Ballantyne  
(National Secretary) 


